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Mr. Baldwin continued by saying that he considered Mr. Lloyd George to be rolling a rock at random on the mountain side. He would miss the Westminsters and Rothschilds and only bring havoc to the poor people in the plain. Such remarks were then only conspicuous by the dogged obstinacy of the Liberal Government to be convinced. Their heads thrust deep into the sand, they were complacent with the havoc they were causing, to-day, with shipyards closing, foreign investments contracting, ,life insured against every risk of living and a wealthy class with mass tastes and bourgeois habits, Mr. Baldwin should look with quiet satisfaction on our present disasters and bear hatred in his breast for the Liberal opportunists who refused his warnings. To-day there sit beside him in the Cabinet of a supposedly National Government several of their number. When William the Norman consolidated England he harried the North and put to the sword the men who had betrayed Harold to give him the victory at Senlac. He reasoned that men who could not serve one king could hardly be trusted not to betray another. There is no reason for suggesting that the nature of perfidy has changed in 800 years, or that the traits in Liberalism have changed in thirty years. Mr. Baldwin insists on forgiving the renegade Liberal as if, up to the Great War, he had known not what he did.
For three years Mr. Baldwin was comparatively silent. He maintained his father's custom of only speaking when he could be of use to the discussion. He confined his attention largely to bills that affected the railways or his own branches of industry. He had for some time been a director of the Great Western Railway.
On June I2th, 1912, he came into the open again after the Port of London strike and spoke on the protection of workpeople. As a business man who had been responsible for the management of a large number of men, he had never experienced a strike or lock-out. He felt convinced that the damage done by strikes was irreparable to com-